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United States officlals aré%né}rtnally

cautious in their comments about Mex-
ico. But earlier this year; at a hearing
held by Senator Jesse Helms, Republi-
can of North Carolina; they denounced
the Mexican Government for its han-
dling of drug trafficking, corruption
and illegal immigration.  -¢.3%

" Among those pointing to corruption
in the Mexican Government were El-
liott Abrams, Assistant Secretary of
State for Inter-American Affairs; Wil-
liam von Raab, head of the Customs
Service, and David L. Westrate, head of

the Drug Enforcement Administra-.

jected to the statements asi
and unacceptable :violation’ i
sovereignty, and relations between the
two countries have still not récovered.

Within the United': States} Govern-
ment, the Central Intelligencé Agency
has offered the most alarmidg warn-
.ings about what it calls “‘destabilizing
-trends”” in Mexico. In & recent mono-
graph, Brian Latell,"a careef.;intelli-
‘gence analyst at the:agencyj said he
‘foresaw ‘‘new crises’¢ bringing*‘funda-
mental change” in{Mexico’s;¥anti-
quated and debilitated political:sys-
tem” in the next 510 10 years,with
.“enormous and perhaps incalculable
: consequences for the United States.”

tion’s operations division. Mexjcd ob-
‘a’clear
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Mr. Latell said the collapse -of ‘oil

. prices in the last year, combined with
| “four years of grueling austerity” in

Mexican economic policies, had gener-

ated “‘gloom and a deepening crisis of

confidence” in Mexico. Although *‘a
revolutionary upheaval is;unlikely jn:
the foreseeable future,’ he said, there:
is a growing likelihood that ‘“‘the sys-
tem will rupture violently’* unless Mexx}
ico's leaders take steps to democratize :
its *‘rigid, authoritarian political stru
ture.” PR AR

The monograph, published in Juné by’
the Hoover Institution of Stanford Uni~:.
versity, where Mr. Latell was a visiting*
scholar, .carries a disclaimer sa ;
that his views “do not necessarily.
flect” those of the C.I.A. or the Uni
States Government. But officials?
other Government agencies said tha
official assessments by the C.LA. cor:
incided with the views expressed pul
licly by Mr. Latell, who has returned to
the C.LA.

The State Department takes a
pessimistic view. John Gavin, who was
the United States Ambassador to Mex-
ico from June 1981 to May 1986, said:
“I've been looking at these doomsday
scenarios for years, but they miss one’
key element. That is the dislike of the”
Mexican people for the kind of blood-
shed and confrontation they experi-
enced during their revolution. Their,
threshold of difficulty is very high.” '

Still, Mr. Gavin said, “‘the conditions
are definitely there to one'day create
that doomsday’ if Mexico does hot

nomic problems. g ¥

A majority of American:acaderhic;
experts on Mexico, although seeing'nd
prospect of an immediate solution to its’
economic crisis, have concluded 4

die through its difficulties.- withput”
widespread civil strife or & defaultion;’
its huge foreign debt, which'has grown’
to about $100 billion. [OS! 36 N
George W. Grayson, a specialist on:
Mexico at William & Mary Colleg€ in”
Virginia, sald President de la Madrid.
had been taking “‘courageous steps’j to
reduce domination of the economy:by:.
the Government, which generates’or.
controls about 60 percent of Mexico's’
gross national product. The steps ;in-’
clude the sale of some state-owned con-
cerns and the elimination of some sub-
sidies. “We will see more incremental.
change, not upheaval,” he said. =~
But Dr. Purcell of the Council on Forv
eign Relations warned: ‘“If-Mexico’s*
political leaders move too: slowly, the
economic situation can “deteriorate
even more, and with it, the chances for
political stability in Mexico.}2 And a.xé-
port on Mexico by the United States
Army says, “‘Given the country’s grow-
ing economic problems, the potential

ifor soclal unrest is increasing.”
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take steps Lo solve its political and ecos:

the country ls resilient enough to mud<:




